Gentlemen,?We are now assembling for the eleventh session since our foundation, and I will venture to affirm that during the ten years that we have,?unobtrusively indeed, with moderate numbers, and with slender means at our disposal, devoted to the investigation of epidemic diseases, and to subjects connected with them, we have by no means laboured in vain.
In this country, during the latter months of the last year, and the first quarter of the present year, the mortality was slightly above the average, but below the rates of the corresponding periods of the two previous years.
In the quarter ended June 30th, bad weather and dear food produced a higher death-rate, with only two exceptions, than in any corresponding quarter of the previous ten years. During the succeeding quarter, however, the mortality was relatively very low, the deaths even among the increased population having been 3094 less than in the same quarter of 1859. The low temperature and copious rainfall by which this quarter was marked, checked the progress of diarrhoea, and other disorders which are prone to assume the epidemic form at this season.
Diphtheria has very greatly declined, and in other respects the year has been singularly free from epidemics. We appear, in fact, to have passed through one of those cyclical epidemic periods which now and then recur, and to be entering upon a period of remission.
Cholera. In the address delivered at the opening meeting of last Session, it Para while the " Cidade de Belem" was there, and eight days previous to her departure from that port two of her seamen fell victims to this scourge. The crew were in perfect health during the voyage, and on their arrival at Lisbon, on the 2nd January, 1860, or three days after the ship's arrival, the hatches were opened, for the purpose of discharging the cargo, when all hands, including a pilot and health guard officer (both sent on board at Lisbon), were attacked with nausea and other unpleasant symptoms. The cook at once manifested grave symptoms of yellow fever, and he died on board on the 4th January. The health officer was attacked the next, a seaman on the 6th, and another seaman on the day following. Both seamen died at the lazaretto on the 18th January; and the health guard, after being in extreme danger, recovered.
Every precaution was taken with this vessel in enforcing strict quarantine measures on her arrival at Lisbon. The cargo, consisting of hides and other susceptible articles, was landed at the lazaretto and there burnt. The vessel was towed off the coast on the 14th January, by a man of war steamer, and ordered to proceed to Vigo, which port she reached on the 22nd; and after performing a quarantine of fifteen days, she was there admitted to pratique, and then returned to Lisbon, where, however, she was again placed in quarantine, and shipped a cargo for Brazils, under the usual restrictions of that condition.
Here we have a ship leaving a port infected with yellow fever, with her crew healthy, and maintaining good health during a long passage ; and at the end of forty-one days, the disease which prevailed at the port of 
